METHODOLOGY

Abstract

The data depicted in this paper have resulted from a survey regarding the measurement of the knowledge, interest, and concern of individuals for biodiversity; with a focus on taxonomy, the science that deals with the observation, description and classification of species on earth. The study was part of the in-company project of two MBA candidates from Universidad Pompeu Fabra de Barcelona in cooperation with the “Connecting with Living Species” initiative of the Foundation for a New Ethical Business. The survey data was collected in April 2009 in the experimental laboratory (LEEX) of UPF. 
Purpose of the Survey:

The results from the survey would indicate the level of awareness of individuals on issues such as animals, plants, and all kinds of living species, and their role for the environment and people. At the same time, it would provide data regarding the extent to which people support charitable organizations, NGOs and initiatives, particularly those related to environmental causes. Furthermore, a marketing analysis would be conducted to understand whether and how (web based) tools could be created in order to increase awareness and raise funds for taxonomy. The study should provide guidelines on the feasibility of the fund and how this would be implemented in the most efficient way.
The Sample

100 UPF undergraduate students from different fields of study participated in the survey;  34 were males and 66 females. The respondents’ age ranged from 18 years old undergraduate students to 31 of whom the mean was 21 years old. Economics & Business students accounted for the 46% of the sample; the remaining 54% of respondents were studying biology (9), informatics (1), medicine (2), communication (2), law (19), psychology (1), translation (4), political sciences (10) and humanities (6)
The Questionnaires

The survey was composed of 6 close-ended “Likert-scale” questions; starting from 0 indicating strong disagreement and ending to 5 for strong agreement, one open-ended question, and one polar question (yes/no). The results of the questions are as follows: 
1st Question
Do you think that…

This was a polar question that the respondents needed to answer to 6 causes by yes or no. (Yes=1, No=0)
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98 % of respondents answered that they believed “there is climate change”, followed by the belief of 95 % persons that “species are going extinct”. The same percentage (95%) applies to the cause that “climate change is dangerous for humans” and “climate change is manmade” Somewhat less people (87%) believed that the extinction of species is dangerous for mankind.
2nd Question
How worthy of receiving donations would you rate any of the following causes? 
Respondents ranked the importance of donating to each cause from 0 to 5 (not important to very important, respectively)
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The cause with highest significance was  “children (education and health)”. 45% of the people ranked it as of highest importance; grading it with 5.  On average, “nature and environment” (mean3.55) was rated as very important, yet somewhat less than “children” (4.18), “humanitarian aid” (4.09), and “health issues” (4.04). 
3rd Question
Within causes related to nature and environment, how worthy of receiving donations do you rate any of the following?
Respondents ranked the importance of donating to each cause from 0 to 5 (not important to very important, respectively)
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The results indicate that the most important cause for receiving donations is for “saving lives through the discovery of new medicine..”. 47% of the people ranked it as of highest importance; grading it with 5, while only 2% graded it with 0. “fighting climate change”,was ranked by 43% of the respondents as of highest importance (5) and 3% of least importance (0) was followed by “conserving natural habitat..” ranked as of major importance by 28% of the sample and of least importance by 1%. 
4th Question
Think of research on species (animals, plants, etc.). How important is such research for any of the following causes?
Respondents ranked the importance of doing research for each cause from 0 to 5 (not important to very important, respectively)

[image: image4.emf]0

1

2

3

4

To boost the 

economy through 

new business 

opportunities.

How species affect 

people, e.g. how 

useful they are for 

agriculture or new 

technologies, how 

dangerous, how 

inspire for artists or 

nature lovers, etc.

To understand and 

help fight climate 

change.

To protect 

endangered species 

and natural habitats.

To improve human 

health (for finding 

plant extracts for 

new medicine, how 

viruses work and 

how they can be 

defeated, etc.).

2,90 2,90

3,46

3,52

3,96

Thinkof reasearch on species (animals, plants, etch.). 

How important is such research for any of the following causes?


The results indicate that the most important cause for research on species is “to improve human health..”. 34% of the people ranked it as of highest importance; grading it with 5, while only 1% graded it with 0. Second cause that was ranked by 16% of the respondents as of highest importance (5) and 0% of least importance (0) was “to protect endangered species..”, followed by “to understand and fight climate change” ranked as of major importance by 18% of the sample and of least importance by 2%. (For further information please refer to Table 4.)

5th Question
When thinking about knowledge on species (animals, plants, etc.) what are you interested in?
Respondents ranked their interest in each aspect from 0 to 5 each(not interesting to very interesting, respectively)
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The results indicate that on average people are most interested in “how endangered the species are at the moment and how human action affects them”. 20% of the people ranked it as of highest interest; grading it with 5,. “Where species live or grow” was on average of second highest interest, ranked by 6% of the respondents with (5)), followed by “how species interact with other species in their natural environment” ranked as of major importance by 10% of the sample.
6th Question
Think about what you could possibly do on the internet that is related to species (animals, plants, etc.): Which of possible features for a web platform would be attractive to you?
Respondents ranked the attractiveness of each feature from 0 to 5 (not attractive at all to very attractive, respectively)
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The results indicate that “a tool to find out which species live in a certain region..” is on average the most attractive feature . 14% of the people ranked it as of highest importance; graded it with 5,. “A better location to find biological knowledge..” was the second most attractive feature, , followed by an “easy access to the most beautiful pictures/videos” and a “game like feature to understand how species live..”.
7th Question
Imagine a platform that offers all of the above features. How attractive would you find the following names or slogans?
Respondents ranked the attractiveness of each name from 0 to 5 (not at all attractive to very attractive, respectively)
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The results indicate that the most appealing name for a platform is “Specie’fy me”, followed by  “we are all animals”, and “link with life”.
8th Question
If you think about NGOs, organizations, or other initiatives that do activities around nature, which come to your mind?
This was an open-ended question where respondents needed to state the initiatives, organizations and NGOs related to nature that they were aware of. The results indicated that the most important initiative related to nature is Greenpeace. UN (including Unicef, Unep, etch) was also mentioned by many of the respondents, while the WWF, that is directly related to environmental issues, was also frequently stated.
Interpretation and lessons learned
From the survey, the following results were extracted:
There is a high belief that there is climate change and species are going extinct, but on the other hand if people were to donate in specific causes, they would chose to do so for issues related to children, humanitarian aid and health. Nature & Environment as a cause for donations is not ranked as high as the previously mentioned causes. In order to attract individuals, donations on environmental issues need to be clearly related to the saving of lives (i.e. through discoveries of new medicine) or the fight of climate change. Further on, people consider that the research of species, taxonomy, should be done for the improvement of human health and then for the protection of endangered species. What also seems to be the most important issue to be known about animals, is how endangered these are and how they are affected by human action. Regarding people’s awareness in initiatives or NGO’s related to species; it seems that Greenpeace is one of the mostly known. Finally, in relation to web applications related to species, most of the people were interested to have a tool with which they would be able to find species in certain locations. A potential name that was mostly appealing to them would be Specie’fy me.  

